
When you think of comics, do you think of Superman, X-Men, or Tintin? 
Comics creators tell stories by putting pictures (and often words) in 

a sequence, and comics have been around for a very long time. You can 
see medieval comics in the beautiful manuscripts of the British Library.

Scavenger Hunt
Medieval Comics

For this puzzle you will only need to look at the medieval 
manuscripts sections of the Treasures Gallery:     

Scavenger hunt by Hana Videen (King’s College London)
Art by Karrie Fransman
Layout by Ryan Lintott

This project is a collaboration between King’s College London’s Department of English and 
artist Karrie Fransman, led by Dr Hana Videen and supported by the Cultural Institute at 
King’s as part of the Early Career Researchers scheme.
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Art of the Book
Sacred Texts  



Framing is important 
in both comics and medieval 
manuscripts. Framing a panel 
can indicate the passage of 
time or a change of scene.

Panels 
and

framing

Find a book 
with a colourful 2-page 

illustration of ships nearing 
a city. There’s so much 
action that the artist 

couldn’t contain the illustration, 
and it spills into the area for 
the text. How many flags go 

over the top edge of the ship 
picture’s frame?

Go to the 
Judaism section. Find a 

book called the Haggadah 
with 8 panels. The story is 
told scene by scene, from 

right to left, top to bottom. 
The final scene is the first 

plague, a plague of blood. How 
many fish are swimming in the 

blood?

Find a large 
Bible in 2 volumes. One 
volume has a lion and a 

block of 4 panels, which 
tell a story left to right, top 

to bottom (like European 
and American comics). What 
weapon is used in the second 

scene of this story?
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Saints are the superheroes of the Middle Ages. They have the looks, 
the power, and the fame. They appear with characteristic objects 

and easily recognizable symbols.

In modern comic books, a person called 
the letterer writes out all the words 
in different fonts, sizes, and colours.  
Medieval scribes (people who could 
write) had to learn different scripts 
(styles of handwriting).

Saints and superheroes

Letter
ing
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Find the pocket-sized prayer books. 
One of them has a famous medieval 
superhero fighting a dragon. Look 
at the book to the right of it. What 
kind of bird do you see?

Find a book with a 
large colourful knot. 
You can see a few 
different scripts 
here. What’s the 
largest letter?

Find the largest Bible 
(from 1148). There are 
2 giant letters in gold 
leaf (thin gold foil). 
What word do they 
spell (same in Latin and 
English)?

Find the Islam section. Depicting humans and animals is 
discouraged in Islamic tradition, so the Qur’ans are dominated by 
geometric patterns and beautiful script. Qur’ans are not like 
comics, since they don’t have the figurative, sequential art of 
Christian and Jewish books, but the artistic use of script is an 
important aspect of comics. Find the Qur’an with the most gold 
leaf. How many sides does the central blue shape have?
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If you read webcomics, you have to scroll down to see more panels.

There are multiple writing systems 
in Japan. You need to know 46 
characters to read hiragana, but 
to understand kanji you need to 
learn over 2,000! Some manga 
have hiragana beside kanji to help 
young readers. Similarly, Bibles 
in medieval England were usually 
written in Latin, a language only 
the most educated people could 
read. A scribe might include a 
helpful English translation above a 
Latin word. This is called a gloss.

‘Scrolling’

Captions

Glosses and 
Translations

8.
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Find a medieval comic that you can ‘scroll’ through. Which panel 
shows a Hellmouth, the entrance to Hell, depicted as a monster’s 
gaping mouth full of demons? (Count from the left.)

Find a book with red and blue 
pages that has drawings of medical 
procedures explained with captions. 
How many red dots (points for 
inserting hot needles) are on the 
man standing at the bottom right?

Find the only book that 
gets its own display case. 
Find Latin mortuum in the 
bottom right corner of 
the right page. What is 
the English gloss?

Sometimes comics have little chunks of text that 
tell you things like where and when a story takes 
place or why Iron Man is having a bad day.

Find the answers on:
medievalcomicsblog.wordpress.com/

answers
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